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WHITEHALL TOWNSHIP 

7644 Durham Rd., Whitehall 49461  

Planning Commission Meeting Minutes  

March 4, 2026 

 
I. Call to Order 

Meeting was called to order promptly at 6:00pm by Carmen Rodriguez, Chairperson 

 
II. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
III. Roll Call 

Planning Commission Members Present: Carmen Rodriguez, Al Wheeler, Tim Hicks, 

Kathy Dusseau, David Holly and Tom Zmolek 
 

Guests Present: Dennis Kroll, Twp. Supervisor;  

 

IV. Approval of Agenda 
 

A. A request was made to add an agenda item under new business concerning 
proposed Michigan legislation which would restrict the power of local 
governments to make zoning decisions and therefore to plan their future.  Mr. 
Hicks made a motion to add this item, which was seconded by Mr. Wheeler. 
Motion carried. 
 

V.  Approval of Minutes 

A. November, 5 2025 Minutes: Chairperson Rodriguez requested approval of the November 
meeting minutes.  No corrections were noted.  Ms. Dusseau made the motion to approve 
and Mr. Holly seconded.  Motion carried.  

B. January 7, 2026 Minutes: Chairperson Rodriguez requested approval of the January 
meeting minutes.  Mr. Zmolek confirmed corrections needed noted by Ms. Dusseau. 
Mr. Zmolek made the motion to approve, with corrections, and Mr. Wheeler seconded.  
Motion carried.  

 
VI. Adoption of 2026 Meeting Cadence 

 
A. Ms. Rodriguez requested input on the monthly meeting schedule for the Planning 

Commission. After a brief discussion, it was agreed the Commission would meet 
every month of the year except July and December.  Cancellation of any other 
meetings would be allowed for unforeseen events, lack of a quorum or lack of 
agenda.  Ms. Dusseau made a motion to approve the agreed upon schedule which 
was seconded by Mr. Holly.  Motion carried.   
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VII. Public Hearing 
 

A. Requesting but receiving no public comment, Ms. Rodriguez closed this part of the 
meeting. 

 
VIII. New Business 

A. Threat to Local Zoning Decisions 

1. Mr. Holly shared with the commission members a summary of House Bills 5529, 
5530 and 5531 which threatens to centralize zoning decisions at the state level, 
removing the authority for the self-determination of local governments 
including this township to plan for its own future.   

2. Mr. Kroll distributed a handout “Action Alert” as well as Whitehall Township 
Resolution 26-03 signed unanimously by all members of the full Township 
Board. [See attached]. 

3. Mr. Holly mentioned that the perceived need for affordable housing in the state 
was driving the proposed legislation. 

B. Data Center Webinar 

1. Members shared lessons learned from participating in a webinar on the 
emerging concern about zoning and special us requests from AI and other 
companies for land to place data centers in their towns, villages or townships.   

2. Concerns for townships include increased water usage, increased electrical use, 
increased heat in climate due to energy usage as well as a general negative 
impact on local communities. 

3. Townships were urged to review their ordinances to be prepared for such 
requests.  

4. The Data Center Webinar will be shared again at the NBC Middle School in 
Montague on Thursday March 12th at 7pm for those interested. 

IX. Unfinished Business 

A. Re-Zoning Clarification 

1. Ms. Rodriguez shared that township legal counsel Ms. Novak clarified the 
ordinance on re-zoning the prohibition on “spot zoning.”.   

2. Mr. Kroll suggested that certain properties owned by the township and 
currently zoned as “farm and recreation,” could be re-purposed for 
development.  Ms. Rodriguez directed Mr. Kroll to start the process for one 
specific property he had in mind by submitting an application to Ms. Novak. 

B. Master Plan Revision 

1. Ms. Rodriguez brought up the township Master Plan (also known as Land Use 
Plan) and the need for revision and updating.  Members shared concerns: 

a. Mr. Hicks pointed out the potential legal challenges of omitting essential 
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details.  

b. Mr. Zmolek pointed out the future implications of the inconsistency 
between the current plan and recent decisions. 

c. Mr. Hicks added that the discussion on data centers supports the need for 
revision.  Ms. Rodriguez concurred. 

2. The discussion on approach and methods for Master Plan revision was 
continued from prior meetings. The use of a consultant to revise the current 
Master Plan was previously recommended, however there was general 
agreement this may be cost prohibitive.  A legal review after revision was 
mentioned as an alternative to engaging a consultant.  Who or how the plan 
will be revised still needs resolution. 

3. It was suggested that the commission review the Master Plans from other 
townships like Blue Lake Township as a reflection on how to proceed. 

4. Mr. Wheeler reminded the group that Master Plan Guidelines were available 
online.  Mr. Zmolek offered to research this and share findings with the group. 

5. It was agreed the Master Plan is important, required for legal purposes and 
future grant applications and clearly needs revision for reasons given.  Next 
steps will be discussed at the April meeting. 

X. Correspondence 

A. No new correspondence. 

XI.  Announcements. 

A. The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 1, 2026, at 6pm. 

XII. Adjournment 

A. Mr. Holly made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Hicks seconded. Motion 

carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:13 pm. 

 

 

______________________________________________________ 

Carmen Rodriguez, Chairperson    Date 

 

______________________________________________________ 

Thomas Zmolek, Secretary         Date 
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