WHITEHALL TOWNSHIP
7644 Durham Rd., Whitehall 49461
Planning Commission Meeting Minutes
September 4, 2024

I. Call to Order
Meeting called to order at 1800 by Sharon Sikkenga, chairperson.

Il. Pledge of Allegiance

lll. Roll Call
Planning Commission Members Present: Madge Kraai, Sharon Sikkenga, Kathy
Dusseau, Carmen Rodriguez, Amy Rusin, Tom Zmolek, and Al Wheeler. Also
present: Arnie Erb, Supervisor, Brian Mulnix.

IV. Agenda Approval
Motion made by Rusin and supported by Rodriguez to approve agenda with
addition of Blue Lake Township meeting discussion as suggested by Zmolek.
Motion carried all in favor.

V. Approval of Minutes from August 2024
Motion by Rodriguez to approve meeting minutes from August 7, 2024, as
submitted and second by Zmolek. Motion carried all in favor.

VI. New Business

a. Master Plan discussion - Brian Mulnix from West Michigan Shoreline Regional
Development Commission (WMSRDC) provided overview on the purpose and
goal of a township master plan. Mulnix offered guidelines and requirements
to the Planning Commission and answered questions.

b. Blue Lake Township strategic planning meeting. Zmolek and Kraai attended
the workshop.

i. Zmolek suggested Whitehall Township Planning Commission use a similar
form to develop strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats as
identified by the Commission and community members when revising the
Master Plan.

ii. Kraai noted small groups were utilized prior to the large group discussion which gave
the public an opportunity to express their thoughts.



VIl.Unfinished Business - Durham Road housing development

a. Community concerns from last month included increased traffic on Durham
Road, placement of entrances, dumpsters, and clubhouse/pool.

b. Wheeler noted it was unclear on appearance of the homes proposed.

c. Dusseau questioned if the Township would be responsible for road
maintenance or the development community.

d. Alist of feedback and questions will be provided to the developer through the
Township’s Zoning Lawyer.

VIII. Public Comment regarding agenda and non-agenda items.

a. Mary Brumm of 7870 Durham Road voiced concern over the development
entrance location across from her home and well water capacity for the
additional homes. Erb noted the drain commissioner and health department
will manage this, however, the township can request a water assessment.

b. Craig Cudney of 7925 North Old Channel Trail, Montague stated he is a co-
owner of Hickory Knoll Golf Course and is opposed to the development name
of Hickory Knoll Estates as the golf course is not associated with the
development. Cudney continued that he is concerned about trespassing and
vandalism to the golf course. Cudney reminded the Commission that
residents on Durham Road will be able to view the golf course as the trees will
be removed to build homes.

IX. Correspondence - none

X. Announcements
a. Next meeting: Wednesday, October 2, 2024

Xl. Adjournment

Motion was made by Wheeler and supported by Rodriguez to adjourn. Motion
carried all in favor. Meeting adjourned at 1930.
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