WHITEHALL TOWNSHIP
7644 Durham Rd., Whitehall 49461
Planning Commission Meeting Minutes

November 6, 2024

I. Call to Order
Meeting called to order at 1800 by Sharon Sikkenga, chairperson.

II. Pledge of Allegiance

III. Roll Call
Planning Commission Members Present: Madge Kraai, Sharon Sikkenga, Kathy Dusseau,
Carmen Rodriguez, Amy Rusin, Tom Zmolek, and Al Wheeler. Also present: Amie Erb,
Supervisor and multiple community members.

IV. Agenda Approval

a.

b.

Sikkenga suggested moving agenda item VI. a. to the end of the meeting after public
comment. Commissioners agreed.

Motion made by Rodriguez and supported by Dusseau to approve agenda with
amendment as suggested by Sikkenga. Motion carried all in favor.

V. Approval of Minutes from October 2024
Motion by Kraai to approve meeting minutes from October 2, 2024, as submitted and
seconded by Wheeler. Motion carried all in favor.

VI. New Business - none

VII. Unfinished Business — none

VIII. Public Comment regarding agenda and non-agenda items.

a.

Steve Dufort of 7823 Durham Road noted updated plans for the Durham Road planned
community showed the pool and club house have moved across from the Township Hall.
Dufort continued that he understands this is a high-density residential area, however, the
pool for this development will be positioned next to current residents who are not part of
the development and suggested that the pool be moved to within the planned community.
Dufort stated he does appreciate the adjustments that have been made by the developer.
Sikkenga reminded there are criteria that must be met during the approval process.
Sandra Mastaler of 7565 Durham Road inquired if the developer was accepting
communications via email. Sikkenga stated the developer has been in communication
with the Township Zoning Administrator, however, there will be a public hearing on the
matter yet to be scheduled.

Erb thanked the Planning Commission for all their hard work.

Zmolek thanked Erb for his leadership and guidance. Rogriguez echoed Zmolek’s
sentiments.



f Kraai noted Erb’s near perfect attendance at all Planning Commission meetings despite
his busy schedule and responsibilities.
IX. Correspondence
a. Kraai suggested inviting the Township Board Members to attend a Planning Commission
meeting or that one of the Planning Commission Members attend the Board meeting to
update on what the Commission has been working on, as well as its accomplishments.
Rodriguez volunteered to attend the November Board meeting for this purpose.

X. Announcements
a. Next meeting: Special meeting in December for Durham Road Planned Development
i. Dates of December 3, 2024, or December 18, 2024 will be presented to the developer
as potential dates for the public hearing.
b. The Planning Commission invited all meeting attendees to stay for cookies after the
meeting in appreciation of Erb’s service to the township.

XI. Adjournment

Motion was made by Rodriguez and supported by Zmolek to adjourn. Motion carried all in
favor. Meeting adjourned at 1830.
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