WHITEHALL TOWNSHIP
7644 Durham Rd., Whitehall 49461
Planning Commission Meeting Minutes

January 8, 2025

I. Call to Order
Meeting was called to order at 6:00pm by Sharon Sikkenga, Chairperson.

Il. Pledge of Allegiance

Il. Roll Call

Planning Commission Members Present: Sharon Sikkenga, , Kathy Dusseau, Carmen
Rodriguez, Tom Zmolek, and Al Wheeler

Members Absent: Amy Rusin, Madge Kraai.
Guests Present: Dennis Kroll, Township Supervisor, Steve Dufort, 7870 Durham

IV. Election of 2025 Planning Commissioners
A. Sharon Sikkenga announced her resignation as Planning Commission chair due to fulfilling
her term and competing commitments.

Amy Rusin informed the Commission earlier that she would be resigning as Secretary.

C. Tom Zmolek made a motion to nominate Carmen Rodriguez as Chair and Al Wheeler as
Vice Chair. Motion seconded by Kathy Dusseau. Motion carried.

D. Discussion about Secretary Position on the Commission: Kathy Dusseau asserted that it is
difficult to participate in commission discussions while simultaneously taking notes as a
commissioner. She recalled that in the past, a secretary was provided to take minutes
separate from the role of Secretary on the Commission. Mr. Kroll indicated he would
investigate a possible accommodation for this task.

E. Kathy Dusseau made a motion to table the nomination for Secretary which was seconded
by Chair Sikkenga. Motion carried.

@

V. Approval of Agenda
A. Chair Sikkenga made a motion to approve the January 8, 2025 agenda as distributed
adding “2025 Meeting Schedule” under “New Business.” Kathy Dusseau seconded.
Motion carried.

VI. Approval of Minutes
A. Kathy Dusseau made a motion to approve the minutes of both the Regular Meeting on
November 6, 2024 and Special Meeting on December 18, 2024. Al Wheeler seconded.
Motion carried.

VII. Public Comment
A. Chair Sikkenga opened the meeting to public comment. Community member Steve
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Dufort complimented the Commission saying they were “Doing a good job.”

VIII.  Unfinished Business

A. Ms. Sikkenga indicated there was no new correspondence.

B. Ms. Dusseau indicated concern that prospective owners of homes in the proposed
Planned Unit Development (PUD) may not understand the owners.

1. Discussion ensued about what role the Commission could play in clarifying this
and what the Commission could require of the developer.

C. Ms. Dusseau questioned the status of previously approved site plan by Reimer Eye Clinic
on Whitehall Road. It was stated that the approval was good for one year so the Clinic
may need to approach the commission again for re-approval.

IX. New Business
A. 2025 Meeting Schedule: Debate ensued about the number of meetings which are

appropriate and necessary. Al Wheeler mentioned the need to continue the work

commenced on the Master Plan which led to a deeper discussion about the work of the

Commission.

1. After listening to the longer debate, Chair Sikkenga made a motion to

continue the “cadence” of 10 meetings per year with the caveat that a
meeting could be cancelled with proper notice due to lack of an agenda.
Kathy Dusseau seconded. Motion carried.

X. Commendations: Mr. Kroll, Township Supervisor and members of the Commission thanked
Sharon Sikkenga for her fine work as Chairperson of the Commission.

Xl. Adjournment
Motion to adjourn was made by Kathy Dusseau and seconded by Chair Sikkenga. Motion
carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:14pm.
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